Prognostic impact of hepatectomy for patients with non-hepatitis B, non-hepatitis C hepatocellular carcinoma.
BACK GROUND/AIM: The purpose of the present study was to clarify the clinicopathological features of non-hepatitis B and -C (NBNC) hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC), the incidence of which has been increasing. Two hundred and eighty-four patients with HCC were classified into three groups according to viral hepatitis status, namely NBNC, hepatitis B, and hepatitis C. We compared the three groups and studied related risk factors. Patients without cirrhosis who had increased number of platelets and diabetes mellitus, and a serum alpha-feto-protein (AFP) level <100 ng/dl were more common in the NBNC group. The cumulative survival and disease-free survival were better in the NBNC group than in the other groups. The tumor size and hepatitis B or C viral status were found to be independent risk factors of disease-free survival and the presence of multiple lesions was the only independent risk factor of survival. Close follow-up of NBNC liver cirrhosis and early detection of NBNC-HCC can improve the prognosis after surgery.